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Canto XXVIII

How much worse can Hell get? Dante begins to talk about bowge ix, which houses the Sowers of Discord. He says that it is so awful that he is not sure any words will describe it. In a unbelievably graphic picture, he claims if all the wounded in a long list of battles were to display their wounds and pieces and blood, the sight would not be as horrible as the one he meets here. Eww? The sinners here are continually cut apart by a demon with a bloody sword. After each wounding, the sinner must travel around the circle, dragging his own parts. As the sinner keeps going, the parts heal and he returns full circle, only to be hacked apart again! Each suffers according to the severity of the sin. 

Dante sees one sinner cut down the middle, its Muhammad! I found it interesting that it was Muhammad, the leader of the tension between Christianity and Islam. In front of him is his son-in-law, Ali, whose head is split open. These are Sowers of Religious Discord. It is not hard to guess Dante's opinion of this religious group from the description he offers. 

I guess, in my mind, this canto is the most biased part of the Divine Comedy, so far. Dante, a strong Orthodox Catholic, who obviously has bitterness to the Moslems, put their leader into the most hideous part of Hell, so far. It wasn’t that this part surprised me, just made me sit back and laugh, “Come On!” Maybe I’m over criticizing Dante for being so biased, or maybe not. 

